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Abstract 
 

Theatre in education (TIE) is the use of theatre for educational objectives, which is a process 
that uses interactive theatre practices to help aid educational purposes. Theatre in education 
(TIE) is an interdisciplinary form of learning that encompasses dramatic interpretation, 
writing, multimedia production, and technical skill through the artistic processes of creating, 
performing, responding, and connecting. A comprehensive theatre education includes 
instruction in acting, designing, writing, producing, directing, and dramaturgy. Obviously, it 
is a form of applied theatre that is widely utilized in second language education. “Pooyai lee 
kab nang ma” has been inspired by the Thai novel named “Pooyai lee kab Nang Ma”, was 
written by pseudonym; Kanchana Naknan. The contemporary performing art presented the 
perspective, lifestyle, and culture of Thai society in Thai, which was performed by Korean 
students from the Department of Thai, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Seoul. The 
creative research aims to explore the possibilities offered by the relation between theatrical 
art and educational practice for teaching Thai language and culture by learning through 
elements of theatre. The creation process includes (1) conceptual framework, (2) target 
population, (3) dramatic communication, (4) theatre elements, (5) production design, (6) 
creation, and (7) evaluation. The achievement of this creative research led to the synthesis of 
Theatre in Education (TIE) for teaching Thai language and culture for foreign students as a 
second language, analyzed through the in-depth interview process and statistical data 
collection. 
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Introduction 
 

Theatre in Education (TIE) is an educational approach that integrates theatre arts with 
learning objectives, using drama and performance as tools to teach, engage, and inspire 
students. It involves the use of theatrical techniques, such as acting, role-play, and 
storytelling, to enhance the learning experience, build critical thinking, and promote social 
and emotional development. TIE is designed to be interactive, encouraging students to 
actively participate in the learning process. 
 
In Theatre in Education (TIE), students are actively involved in the learning process through 
dramatic activities. These activities can range from improvisation, role-playing, and 
storytelling to full-scale performances. By using these methods, students are encouraged to 
explore different perspectives, experiment with ideas, and develop empathy through 
characters and situations. 
 
Theatre in Education (TIE) can be integrated into various subject areas, such as history, 
science, literature, social studies, and more. For example, historical events might be 
reenacted, scientific concepts explored through performance, or literature brought to life by 
students performing key scenes from a book. The educational focus of TIE is not limited to 
artistic skills but can be adapted to suit academic learning goal. 
 
Theatre in Education (TIE) also fosters teamwork and collaboration, as students often work 
together to create scenes, share ideas, and solve challenges in a group setting. It boosted 
creativity by encouraging imaginative thinking and creative expression, Theatre in Education 
(TIE) fosters students’ creativity and problem-solving abilities, which can transfer to other 
academic disciplines and life skills. 
 
Theatre in Education (TIE) is a powerful educational tool that integrates creativity, 
collaboration, and critical thinking to engage students in the learning process. By 
incorporating theatrical techniques, it encourages students to explore different perspectives, 
enhance their social and emotional skills, and deepen their understanding of academic content 
in a meaningful and memorable way. 
 
Theatre transforms the language classroom into a vibrant and interactive environment, 
capturing students' attention and making learning more enjoyable. Therefore, Theatre as a 
way to enhance and/or revitalize the language classroom both in second and foreign language 
contexts. Theatre and drama have been identified as creative pedagogical approaches to 
engage students to interact in situations and realistic scenarios in which their second language 
would be used in an accessible, safe way that adequately prepares them for language use in 
the real world. 
 

The Case Study of the Contemporary Performing Arts “Pooyai lee kab Nang Ma” 
 
Thai novel named “Pooyai lee kab nang ma”, was written by pseudonym; Kanchana Naknan. 
The novel records a fraction of the changes and developments in the agricultural society of 
Thailand in the 1957s, when Thailand began to prepare and carry out national development. 
This novel helps to visualize rural Thailand when the government places priority on 
agricultural development. 
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Pooyai lee kab nang ma is a romantic realist novel depicting life in the countryside of 
Thailand. It relies on art to make the countryside visible and lovely. The novel that allows 
readers to love Thai people and Thailand, to see the admirable aspects of life. It can be 
compared to Western novels by Western standards. 
 
Plot (The Romantics Story Between Lee and Malini) 
 
Malini, a beautiful model, received a letter from his deceased grandmother to inherit a house 
with a farm of 500 hundred Rai (80 hectare / 197.5 Acer). Her grandmother wanted Malini to 
go on a farm by herself and never let others rent it. Or, if Malini want to sell it, she can sell it 
to only one, Lee, causing Malini to wonder who Lee is. 
 
When Malini arrived at her grandmother's house, she found that her grandmother had been 
pass away for two weeks. Lee was in charge of everything about the grandmother. During her 
stay at the farm, Lee sent Pied, her stepson, to be her companion and look after her. 
 
Malini misunderstood many things about Lee, such as that (1) Lee is Hu, the driver of Lee (2) 
Pied is Lee's son (3) Pui is Lee’s wife. When the truth is revealed, Malini is mad at Lee. 
Although Lee took care of all works in Malini’s farm and teach Malini about agriculture, 
including to live in rural life. 
 
Finally, Malini began to like rural life. She found that Lee was a generous and kind-hearted 
person until both of them felt good toward each other. Lee asked his mother, Pui, to arrange 
an engagement with Malini. 
 
Even after that, many obstacles will arise from misunderstanding and jealousy, But the two 
were happily married.  
 

Research Methodology 
 
In this research, theatre transforms the language classroom into a vibrant and interactive 
environment, capturing students' attention and making learning more enjoyable. Therefore, 
Theatre as a way to enhance and/or revitalize the language classroom both in second and 
foreign language contexts. Theatre and drama have been identified as creative pedagogical 
approaches to engage students to interact in situations and realistic scenarios in which their 
second language would be used in an accessible, safe way that adequately prepares them for 
language use in the real world. 
 
The research teams uses creation process of “Theatre in Education (TIE) for Teaching Thai 
Language and Culture; The Case Study of The Contemporary Performing Arts ‘Pooyai lee 
kab Nang Ma’” as follow, 

(1) conceptual framework 
(2) target population 
(3) dramatic communication 
(4) theatre elements 
(5) production design 
(6) creation 
(7) evaluation 
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Table 1 
Drama Activities and Practical Applications for Developing English Skills  

Skill Activities Application 
Reading Reading classic play scripts and 

articles about theatre not only 
enveloped students into the genre, 
but also promoted their reading 
comprehension in Thai 

Reading play script of The 
Contemporary Performing Arts 
“Pooyai lee kab Nang Ma”. 
 

Writing. Daily collaborative and individual 
writing of responses to their own 
scripts boosted writing fluency. The 
collaborative exercises gave 
opportunities for discussion and 
negotiation 

Writing about the character and 
scenes. Students write their own 
scripts, fostering their creativity and 
language skills.  

Speaking Vocal Warm-Ups: Tongue twisters 
and choral readings allowed a focus 
on the suprasegmental elements of 
pronunciation that provided for a 
deeper look at sounds. These 
activities forced students to make the 
speech their own instead of simply 
memorizing patterns of stress and 
pitch.  

Using classic tongue twisters like 
“Rayong Ranong Yala” to speed of 
speech and command over individual 
sounds 

Source. Dodson (2002) 
 
Theatre in education offers a powerful and effective approach to language learning, providing 
a fun, engaging, and immersive experience that fosters student motivation, confidence, and 
communicative competence. It can be adapted to various levels and learning objectives, 
making it a versatile and valuable tool for language teachers. 
 
Table 2 
Activities and Practical Applications for Developing Theatre Genre  

Theatre Activities Application 
Improvisation.  Short games that allowed students to 

practice spontaneous speech and 
work on extending the length of 
speech 

Playing games like “One Word 
Story”, a game where students go 
around in a circle each contributing 
one word with the intention. 

Theatre Production  Students modified a script for their 
performance; rehearsed with it; 
designed costumes, lights, and a set, 
and worked on publicity. This project 
gave the class a real-world 
application and demonstrated 
students' improved control over the 
Thai language in a public setting. 

A production complete with 
costumes and a set and rehearsed 
over several weeks and performed. 

Source. Dodson (2002) 
 

Conclusion 
 
Theatre transforms the language classroom into a vibrant and interactive environment, 
capturing students' attention and making learning more enjoyable. 
 

The Paris Conference on Arts & Humanities 2025 Official Conference Proceedings

ISSN: 2758-0970 24



Students actively use the target language in scenarios that mimic real-life situations, 
enhancing their communicative competence. 
 
Through various theatrical activities like role-playing, improvisations, and playwriting, 
students can naturally acquire and practice new vocabulary and grammatical structures. 
 
Theatre encourages students to be creative and imaginative, fostering their ability to think 
outside the box and explore different idea. Through exploring different characters and 
cultures, students can develop empathy and broaden their understanding of different 
perspectives.  
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