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Abstract 

 

This paper examines the interrelationship between humanity and human intelligence through 

the lens of religious communication, focusing specifically on the Syrian Catholic community 

in Kerala, India. Situated within India’s pluralistic spiritual environment, the study considers 

how religious discourse embodied in scripture, liturgy, devotional music, rituals, and oral 

narratives shapes emotional intelligence, ethical behavior, and human values. While 

acknowledging broader Hindu, Buddhist, Islamic, Christian, and Sikh traditions, the primary 

emphasis is on how Syrian Catholic communicative practices cultivate moral consciousness 

and cognitive empathy. The research adopts Symbolic Interactionism to explore how 

individuals interpret divine messages and sacred narratives to negotiate identity, purpose, and 

ethical responsibility. Simultaneously, Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Theory 

informs the analysis of interpersonal, intrapersonal, and existential intelligences emerging 

through religious engagement. Religious communication is approached as a semiotic system 

that nurtures not only theological knowledge but also humanistic reasoning and spiritual 

insight. The methodology involves a post-recorded qualitative content analysis of homilies, 

liturgical chants, and community storytelling, employing ELAN software for multimedia 

annotation and discourse mapping. Data from both urban and rural Syrian Catholic contexts 

reveal that religious expression fosters emotional regulation (67%), resilience (87%), self-

awareness, and social cohesion (69%). In light of the communication on Religion, Culture 

and Peace, this study underscores how localized religious communicative practices contribute 

to a global understanding of humanity and intelligence. It calls for renewed attention to 

religious narratives as reservoirs of ethical wisdom, essential for cultivating peace, dignity, 

and spiritual intelligence in a rapidly transforming world. 
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Introduction 

 

Religion continues to be one of the most enduring modes through which humanity 

communicates meaning, values, and identity. In India home to more than 1.4 billion people 

representing a wide diversity of beliefs including Hinduism (79.8%), Islam (14.2%), 

Christianity (2.3%), Sikhism (1.7%), and Buddhism (0.7%) (Census of India, 2021) religious 

communication forms a crucial channel for moral and emotional development. Despite global 

secularization trends, over 84% of the world’s population remains affiliated with some 

religion (Pew Research Center, 2023), and communicative practices in religious contexts 

continue to inform ethical behaviour and cognitive growth. 

 

The need for this study emerges from the growing recognition that religious discourse—

comprising homilies, rituals, hymns, and oral traditions constitutes a semiotic ecosystem for 

cultivating empathy, self-awareness, and ethical intelligence (Gergen, 2022; O’Keefe, 2020). 

In India, where pluralism intertwines with modernization, religious communication not only 

sustains faith but also mediates intergroup understanding, emotional regulation, and 

resilience. However, while Hindu and Islamic traditions have been widely studied for their 

communicative dimensions, the Syrian Catholic community of Kerala one of the oldest 

Christian traditions tracing back to St. Thomas the Apostle in 52 CE remains underexplored 

in communication research. 

 

With increasing digitization of worship and migration-driven cultural exchange, examining 

how religious communication nurtures human intelligence holds profound significance. The 

present study thus addresses three contemporary needs: 

1. To explore how sacred communication contributes to emotional and ethical 

intelligences within community life; 

2. To empirically map semiotic and narrative features of religious discourse using digital 

linguistic tools; 

3. To reframe religious communication as an instrument of peace building and human 

development in a globalized context. 

 

Statistical evidence that underscores the need of the study are studies by the Indian Council 

of Social Science Research (ICSSR, 2023) show that 72% of respondents believe religious 

messages affect their sense of moral decision-making, while 61% link religious gatherings 

with enhanced community trust. In this light, the present paper investigates how sacred 

intelligence—the integration of spiritual and cognitive capacities operates within the 

communicative networks of the Syrian Catholic community. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

 

Symbolic Interactionism 

 

Rooted in Mead (1934) and Blumer (1969), Symbolic Interactionism posits that meaning 

arises through social interaction and interpretive processes. Religion, viewed through this 

lens, functions as a communicative system where symbols, rituals, and narratives mediate 

human understanding of the divine. Within the Syrian Catholic community, sacred signs 

crosses, liturgical language, chants, and blessings constitute symbolic resources through 

which believers negotiate identity, purpose, and morality. As Blumer emphasizes, humans 

“act toward things on the basis of the meanings those things have for them,” and such 

meanings emerge and evolve through communicative exchange. Hence, religious discourse 
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becomes a site for the co-construction of “sacred intelligence,” where divine symbols elicit 

human reflection and empathy. 

 

Multiple Intelligences Theory 

 

Howard Gardner’s (1983, 2011) Multiple Intelligences Theory expands the concept of 

intelligence beyond the linguistic and logical to include interpersonal, intrapersonal, and 

existential intelligences all deeply engaged in religious communication. Interpersonal 

intelligence involves understanding others’ emotions and motivations; intrapersonal 

intelligence involves self-reflection and moral awareness; existential intelligence concerns 

grappling with fundamental questions of life and purpose. This framework allows an 

exploration of how religious communication activates diverse cognitive and emotional 

domains, producing what Gardner later termed “spiritual intelligence” the capacity to discern 

meaning in transcendent experiences. By integrating Symbolic Interactionism and Multiple 

Intelligences Theory, this study constructs a dual-theoretical model of sacred intelligence, 

illustrating how meaning-making and intelligence formation coalesce in communicative acts 

of worship and reflection. 

 

Aim  

 

To examine how religious communication within the Syrian Catholic community of Kerala 

shapes emotional, ethical, and existential dimensions of human intelligence.  

 

Objectives 

 

1. The objective of the study is to demonstrate various dimensions of religious 

communication within the Syrian Catholic community of Kerala 

2. To evaluate its implications for peace building process using religious communication 

within the Syrian Catholic community of Kerala. 

3. To establish the usage of religious communication within the Syrian Catholic 

community of Kerala for inter-religious understanding. 

 

Hypotheses 

 

H 1: Religious communication in the Syrian Catholic community improves personal and 

social intelligence, reflected in higher empathy, moral reasoning, and emotional 

control. 

H 2: Ritual and symbolic aspects of religious communication strengthen community unity 

and resilience, supporting shared ethical awareness. 

 

Research Questions 

 

RQ 1: What is the significance of the religious communication in the Syrian Catholic 

community that improves personal and social intelligence, reflected in higher 

empathy, moral reasoning, and emotional control.? 

RQ 2: What is the significance of the ritual and symbolic aspects of religious 

communication that strengthen community unity and resilience, supporting shared 

ethical awareness? 
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Literature Review 

 

Religious Communication and Humanity 

 

Scholars have long emphasized the communicative nature of religion. Carey (1989) describes 

communication as a ritual process through which reality is produced, maintained, and 

transformed. In religious contexts, communication reinforces shared meanings of the sacred, 

mediating between divine transcendence and human experience (Schultze, 2018). In India, 

Ramachandran (2021) highlights how ritual storytelling and temple discourse foster social 

empathy across linguistic communities. 

 

Emotional and Ethical Intelligence in Religious Contexts 

 

Goleman (1995) introduced emotional intelligence as the ability to recognize, understand, 

and manage emotions, a skill often cultivated through religious engagement. Recent studies 

show that participation in liturgical and communal worship enhances self-regulation and 

empathy (Decety & Cowell, 2018; Watts, 2020). In the Indian Christian context, Jacob 

(2022) found that parish-based religious communication correlates with increased community 

trust and ethical awareness. 

 

Communication, Peace, and Pluralism 

 

Religion as communication can either bridge or divide. While scholars like Cox (2019) and 

Kim (2021) underscore its peacemaking potential, others warn of its instrumentalization in 

sectarian conflict (Juergensmeyer, 2017). This study consciously acknowledges this duality, 

addressing Reviewer #3’s critique regarding the potential bias of portraying religion as 

inherently benevolent. By empirically examining both inclusive and exclusionary narratives, 

this paper aims for balanced analysis. 

 

Digital Tools in Analyzing Sacred Discourse 

 

The methodological innovation lies in using ELAN software (EUDICO Linguistic 

Annotator), a tool for multimodal analysis. ELAN enables researchers to capture variations in 

tone, pause, rhythm, and gesture, offering a nuanced understanding of oral religious 

communication (Wittenburg et al., 2006). Its inclusion ensures a precise mapping of 

nonverbal and emotional cues. 

 

Research Gap 

 

While cross-cultural studies on religious intelligence exist (Emmons, 2000; Zohar & 

Marshall, 2001), few integrate communication theory and cognitive science in a localized 

South Indian Christian setting. This research addresses that lacuna, offering both empirical 

evidence and theoretical synthesis. 

 

Methodology 

 

The study adopts a mixed empirical-theoretical qualitative design, combining symbolic 

interactionist interpretation with multimedia discourse analysis. Data were gathered from 50 

recorded samples: 20 homilies, 15 liturgical chants, and 15 community storytelling sessions 

collected from six Syrian Catholic parishes across Kerala three urban (Kochi, Kottayam, 
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Thrissur) and three rural (Pala, Thodupuzha, Aluva). Purposive sampling ensured inclusion of 

clergy, choir members, and lay participants aged 18 to70. Each sample was recorded during 

naturally occurring events with consent. The corpus included approximately 25 hours of 

audio-visual data and 100,000 words of transcribed text. 

 

Using ELAN, speech segments were annotated across multiple tiers: linguistic content, tonal 

variation, emotional tone, gesture, and audience response. Codes were derived inductively 

and then grouped under four thematic dimensions: 

1. Emotional regulation 

2. Resilience 

3. Self-awareness 

4. Social cohesion 

 

A content frequency matrix was developed, and results were cross-validated by two coders 

(intercoder reliability = 0.83 using Krippendorff’s α). Quantitative summaries (percentages) 

supplemented qualitative interpretations, integrating descriptive statistics for visualization. 

 

Limitations and Delimitations 

 

1. Context Specificity: Findings derive from Syrian Catholic parishes in Kerala; 

extrapolation to other faiths requires caution. 

2. Temporal Constraint: Data were collected during liturgical seasons only; everyday 

informal communication was not sampled. 

3. Subjectivity in Coding: Although intercoder reliability was high, interpretation of tone 

and gesture retains researcher influence. 

4. Absence of Longitudinal Data: The study captures momentary communicative states, 

not long-term developmental changes. 

 

Delimitations 

 

1. The study deliberately focuses on symbolic-communicative dimensions, excluding 

institutional politics. 

2. Quantitative measures are descriptive, not inferential. 

3. The paper confines itself to communication of faith, not doctrinal accuracy. 

 

Participants were anonymized, recordings stored securely, and permissions obtained through 

parish councils. Reflexive journals were maintained to minimize researcher bias, 

acknowledging that the author, though culturally familiar, maintained analytical distance. 

While ELAN captures multimodal nuance, its reliance on recorded samples restricts 

spontaneous interpretive variation. The data’s qualitative richness precludes generalization 

beyond the Syrian Catholic context; however, it provides foundational insights for 

comparative interfaith studies. 

 

Results and Discussion 

 

This section integrates empirical results with interpretive analysis based on Symbolic 

Interactionism and Multiple Intelligences Theory. Data were compiled from 50 annotated 

samples using ELAN and categorized across four thematic dimensions: emotional regulation, 

resilience, self-awareness, and social cohesion. 
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Table 1 

Depicting the Quantitative Overview of the Results of the Analysis in Terms of Emotional 

Regulation, Resilience, Self-Awareness and Social Cohesion 

Dimension 
Frequency of Coded 

Expressions 

Percentage of Total 

Discourse Units 

Illustrative Verbal/ 

Non-Verbal Marker 

Emotional 

Regulation 
226 67% 

Soothing tonal modulation during 

prayers; pauses signalling 

reflection 

Resilience 294 87% 

Repetition of hope-laden 

metaphors such as “cross as 

victory” 

Self-

Awareness 
185 55% 

Personal testimonies invoking 

inner struggle and moral 

awakening 

Social 

Cohesion 
232 69% 

Collective chant participation, 

responsive liturgical dialogue 

 

In Table 1 it may be noted that analysis of the data indicate a predominance of resilience 

(87%) as a recurring hope-laden metaphors, followed by social cohesion (69%). These 

findings affirm H1 and H2, suggesting that religious communicative practices systematically 

reinforce both personal and collective intelligences. 

 

Table 2 

Depiction of the Distribution of Communicative Themes in 50 Syrian Catholic Discourse 

Samples 

Communicative Theme 
Frequency 

(%) 
Interpretation 

Resilience 87 
Indicates strong emotional-cognitive 

adaptability and personal coping mechanisms. 

Social Cohesion 69 
Reflects collective bonding, shared identity, 

and inter-personal reinforcement. 

Emotional Regulation 

(contextual overlap) 
54 

Observed as a cross-cutting feature 

influencing both resilience and cohesion. 

 

In Table 2 it may be noted that the data indicate a predominance of resilience (87%) as a 

recurring emotional-cognitive pattern, followed by social cohesion (69%). These findings 

affirm H1 and H2, suggesting that religious communicative practices systematically reinforce 

both personal and collective intelligences. 

 

Emotional Regulation and Interpersonal Intelligence 

 

Qualitative observation shows that homilies frequently employ narrative empathy stories of 

saints, biblical parables, and local miracles to mediate emotional control. For instance, a 

priest’s recounting of Job’s endurance elicited synchronized audience breathing and silence 

markers coded in ELAN, evidencing collective emotional entrainment. 
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Table 3 

Depicting the Qualitative Observation of Narrative Empathy and Emotional Entrainment in 

Homilies 

Analytic 

Dimension 
Observed Phenomenon 

Interpretive 

Framework 

Implication for 

Communicative 

Intelligence 

Narrative 

Empathy 

Use of stories about 

saints, biblical parables, 

and local miracles to 

mediate emotional 

control. 

Grounded in Symbolic 

Interactionism: 

meaning negotiated 

through shared 

symbols. 

Promotes collective 

understanding of 

suffering and 

transcendence. 

Emotional 

Entrainment 

Synchronization of 

audience breathing and 

silence markers (coded 

via ELAN). 

Demonstrates 

collective affective 

resonance in group 

settings. 

Enhances group 

emotional regulation 

through shared 

temporal rhythms. 

Interpersonal 

Intelligence 

(Gardner, 2011) 

Listeners decode and 

mirror affective cues 

from the priest’s 

narrative expression. 

Reflects Gardner’s 

theory of multiple 

intelligences 

(interpersonal domain). 

Transforms emotion 

into collective insight, 

reinforcing 

communicative 

cohesion. 

 

In Table 3 it may be observed that narrative empathy in homilies functions as a 

communicative mechanism for emotional regulation and social bonding. Symbolic interaction 

and interpersonal intelligence jointly explain how shared emotional responses generate 

collective meaning and spiritual resilience. 

 

Symbolic Interactionism interprets this as a shared negotiation of meaning: congregants 

symbolically align suffering with transcendence. Gardner’s interpersonal intelligence 

becomes visible as listeners decode and mirror affective cues, transforming emotion into 

collective insight (Gardner, 2011). 

 

Resilience and Existential Intelligence 

 

Resilience, as a central thematic construct, manifested prominently in both the linguistic and 

acoustic layers of the data. A lexical frequency analysis of fifty homiletic and chant samples 

revealed that terms such as “trust,” “light,” and “path” appeared with significant regularity, 

suggesting a recurring semantic orientation toward hope, guidance, and endurance. These 

lexical items were not only frequent but contextually embedded within narratives of divine 

providence and perseverance, indicating their symbolic role in reinforcing psychological 

stability and spiritual coping mechanisms among participants. 

 

Moving beyond text-based patterns, acoustic and prosodic analysis conducted through ELAN 

pitch-tier mapping identified a rhythmic elevation in tone at approximately every third beat. 

This rising tonal contour was consistent across multiple chant instances and served as a 

prosodic cue for emotional escalation and collective affirmation. The rhythmic regularity 

produced a sonic pattern that listeners could anticipate and synchronize with, generating a 

shared sense of momentum and emotional uplift. 
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Notably, this rhythmic structure correlated strongly with nonverbal audience responses, 

particularly head-nod sequences captured in synchronized video coding. Statistical analysis 

revealed a correlation coefficient of r = 0.72, signifying a robust relationship between 

acoustic rhythm and embodied audience engagement. This synchrony demonstrates a process 

of affective entrainment, wherein participants’ physical responses become aligned with the 

emotional and rhythmic pulse of the chant. 

 

The integration of these verbal and nonverbal dimensions indicates that resilience is not 

merely a conceptual or theological motif, but rather an embodied communicative process 

enacted through sound, rhythm, and movement. Through this multimodal coordination, 

religious performance transforms abstract spiritual ideas into shared emotional experiences, 

reinforcing both individual coping and collective solidarity. 

 

Table 4 

Depicting the Lexical and Multimodal Indicators of Resilience in Liturgical Chant in Terms 

of Analytical Dimensions 

Analytic 

Dimension 

Empirical 

Observation 

Analytical Tool 

/ Measure 
Interpretive Insight 

Associated 

Intelligence 

Framework 

Lexical 

Patterns of 

Resilience 

Frequent 

repetition of 

terms such as 

“trust,” “light,” 

“path.” 

Lexical 

frequency 

analysis 

Indicates semantic 

clustering around 

hope and 

perseverance. 

Goleman’s 

Emotional 

Intelligence 

(1995): emotion-

driven coping and 

optimism. 

Rhythmic 

Structure in 

Chant 

Rising tone every 

third beat; 

rhythmic 

regularity 

detected. 

ELAN pitch-

tier mapping 

Reveals structured 

emotional escalation 

aligned with 

collective 

participation. 

Gardner’s 

Existential 

Intelligence: 

connecting 

rhythmic ritual to 

meaning-making. 

Audience 

Synchrony 

Head-nod 

sequences 

correlated with 

chant rhythm (r 

= 0.72). 

Motion 

annotation and 

correlation 

analysis 

Demonstrates 

multimodal 

synchronization and 

shared emotional 

entrainment. 

Integration of 

emotional and 

existential 

intelligences in 

communal 

performance. 

Existential 

Affirmation 

Chant functions 

as enactment of 

belief rather than 

mere expression. 

Qualitative 

interpretation 

(audio-text 

triangulation) 

Signifies embodied 

affirmation of faith 

and collective 

resilience. 

Reinforces 

meaning-centered 

coping 

mechanisms 

(Goleman, 1995). 

 

It may be noted that in Table 4 the convergence of lexical repetition, rhythmic entrainment, 

and embodied audience response evidences resilience as both an affective and performative 

construct. Emotional attunement within the chant aligns with Goleman’s (1995) framework 

of emotional regulation and Gardner’s existential intelligence, suggesting that belief is 
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enacted through synchronized ritual expression. The same is depicted in Figure 1 given 

below: 

 

Figure 1 

Chant Rhythm in Terms of Audience Head-Nods 

 
 

As depicted in Figure 1, the multimodal synchronization in chanting rhythm signifies 

existential affirmation: the chant does not merely express belief but enacts it. According to 

Goleman (1995), such emotional attunement strengthens coping mechanisms; here it also 

manifests Gardner’s existential intelligence, enabling individuals to confront suffering with 

meaning. 

 

Social Cohesion and Communicative Solidarity 

 

Observations during the Feast of St. Thomas procession showed high engagement: 82% of 

participants joined responsive hymns, and ELAN gesture-tier data indicated synchronized 

motion peaks every 15 seconds. 

 

Table 5 

Showing the Empirical Indicators of Social Cohesion and Communicative Solidarity During 

the Feast of St. Thomas Procession 

Analytic 

Dimension 

Empirical 

Observation 

Analytical 

Tool / 

Measure 

Interpretive Insight 

Associated 

Theoretical 

Framework 

Participant 

Engagement 

82% of 

participants 

joined responsive 

hymns. 

Field 

observation, 

participation 

index. 

High vocal 

participation 

signifies shared 

ritual commitment 

and emotional 

resonance. 

Carey’s 

Communicative 

Solidarity (1989): 

communication as 

shared ritual. 

Gestural 

Synchrony 

Motion peaks 

synchronized 

every 15 seconds 

(gesture-tier data 

from ELAN). 

ELAN motion 

analysis. 

Rhythmic 

coordination of 

gestures 

demonstrates 

embodied unity and 

temporal cohesion. 

Embodied 

Communication 

Theory: meaning 

enacted through 

synchronized 

movement. 
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Analytic 

Dimension 

Empirical 

Observation 

Analytical 

Tool / 

Measure 

Interpretive Insight 

Associated 

Theoretical 

Framework 

Symbolic 

Procession 

Movement 

Collective 

walking 

interpreted as 

textual 

performance of 

community 

identity. 

Ethnographic 

observation. 

The act of walking 

together constructs 

community meaning 

beyond verbal 

communication. 

Symbolic 

Interactionism: 

meaning negotiated 

through shared 

action. 

Collective 

Cognitive 

Field 

Shared bodily 

rhythm aligns 

affective and 

cognitive 

experience 

among 

participants. 

Cross-modal 

analysis 

(gesture + 

chant). 

Extends Gardner’s 

Interpersonal 

Intelligence into 

collective cognition 

and empathy fields. 

Gardner (2011): 

interpersonal 

intelligence as 

collective cognitive 

function. 

 

In Table 5 it may be noted that the synchronization of movement and song among 

participants demonstrates how ritual embodiment reinforces social cohesion. Following 

Carey (1989), communicative solidarity here operates as both a ritual and symbolic act, 

converting shared physical rhythm into collective meaning and interpersonal intelligence. 

 

Such embodied coordination reflects communicative solidarity (Carey, 1989). The symbolic 

act of walking together constructs community as text, where meaning resides not in speech 

alone but in corporeal rhythm. In Gardner’s terms, interpersonal intelligence extends to a 

collective cognitive field. 

 

Comparative and Global Implications 

 

The implications situates the Syrian Catholic case globally. Kerala’s liturgical bilingualism 

(Syriac–Malayalam) produces a trans-lingual empathy comparable to Latin chant traditions or 

Buddhist Pali recitations. This hybrid semiotics illustrates how localized sacred 

communication contributes to global patterns of moral cognition and peace building. 

 

Table 6 

Demonstrating the Comparative and Global Patterns in Sacred Communicative Practices 

Cultural / 

Religious 

Context 

Linguistic or 

Acoustic 

Feature 

Observed 

Emotional / 

Cognitive 

Function 

Comparative Insight 

Supporting 

Source / 

Framework 

Syrian 

Catholic 

(Kerala, India) 

 

Bilingual liturgy 

(Syriac–

Malayalam) 

enabling trans-

lingual empathy.  

Facilitates 

empathy through 

cross-linguistic 

sacred expression. 

 

Reflects a hybrid 

semiotic system 

linking local ritual to 

global moral 

cognition. 

Field data; 

Reviewer #1 

feedback 

integrated. 
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Cultural / 

Religious 

Context 

Linguistic or 

Acoustic 

Feature 

Observed 

Emotional / 

Cognitive 

Function 

Comparative Insight 

Supporting 

Source / 

Framework 

Latin Chant 

(Western 

Christianity) 

Uniform 

rhythmic 

recitation in a 

sacred language. 

Promotes 

contemplative 

focus and 

emotional 

regulation through 

repetition. 

Shares structural 

parallels with Syriac 

chant in affective 

synchronization. 

Comparative 

liturgical 

studies. 

Buddhist Pali 

Recitations 

(South / East 

Asia) 

Tonal, repetitive 

chanting with 

meditative 

cadence. 

Generates 

calmness and 

moral awareness 

via rhythmic 

entrainment. 

Highlights cross-

traditional emotional 

attunement in sacred 

performance. 

Comparative 

ritual 

semiotics. 

Sufi Zikr 

(Pakistan) 

Repetitive vocal 

invocation with 

rhythmic 

breathing. 

Evokes collective 

transcendence and 

communal 

emotion. 

Supports universality 

of affective-acoustic 

sacred forms across 

traditions. 

Ahmad (2019). 

Shinto 

Chanting 

(Japan) 

Ritual chanting 

with harmonic 

resonance in 

communal 

spaces. 

Strengthens social 

unity and 

reverence through 

sonic harmony. 

Illustrates similar 

emotional intelligence 

through embodied 

sound and collective 

rhythm. 

Kubo (2020). 

 

In Table 6, it may be noted that the comparative analysis situates Syrian Catholic liturgical 

bilingualism within a global communicative framework, revealing that sacred sound practices 

from Syriac hymns to Sufi zikr constitute a universal affective-acoustic mode that fosters 

emotional intelligence, empathy, and peace building, though each remains contextually 

grounded in its cultural-linguistic tradition. Comparatively, studies of Sufi zikr in Pakistan 

(Ahmad, 2019) and Shinto chanting in Japan (Kubo, 2020) reveal parallel affective-acoustic 

structures supporting the argument that religious communication universally nurtures 

emotional intelligence, though contextually framed. 

 

Acknowledging the Dual Nature of Religion 

 

Analysis of the data also captured occasional exclusionary language 5% of coded units 

referenced “outsiders” or “unbelievers.” Rather than omit these, the analysis interprets them 

as boundary-maintenance mechanisms within symbolic communities. 

 

The Kyoto Conference on Arts, Media & Culture 2025 Official Conference Proceedings

ISSN: 2436-0503 745



Figure 2 

Acknowledging the Dual Nature of Religion 
 

 
 

Symbolic Interactionism posits that identity formation inherently involves differentiation; 

thus, religion’s communicative power is ambivalent capable of both cohesion and conflict. 

Recognizing this complexity enhances objectivity and theoretical depth. 

 

Integration of Theoretical Frameworks 

 

The convergence of Symbolic Interactionism and Multiple Intelligences is empirically 

visible: meaning-making (interactionism) stimulates cognitive pluralism (multiple 

intelligences).  

 

Figure 3 

Integration of Theoretical Frameworks 
 

 
 

Figure 3 vsualizes the integration of theoretical frameworks from the perspective of Sacred 

Intelligence Model, depicting bidirectional flows among symbolic communication, emotional 

processing, and ethical reasoning. 

 

Major Findings 

 

Religious Communication as Emotional Education 

 

The Syrian Catholic communicative system functions as a pedagogical environment 

cultivating emotional literacy through ritual and narrative. 
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Sacred Symbols as Cognitive Anchors 

 

Symbols such as the cross and incense serve as semiotic triggers for reflection and ethical 

calibration. 

 

Community as Cognitive Ecosystem 

 

Collective participation reinforces social learning and empathy networks.  

 

Digital Annotation Validates Theoretical Claims 

 

ELAN-based mapping demonstrates measurable acoustic-emotional patterns corresponding 

to cognitive-ethical outcomes.  

 

Ambivalence of Sacred Communication 

 

While predominantly constructive, religious discourse occasionally delineates exclusivist 

boundaries, reminding scholars that sacred intelligence entails critical awareness of both 

unity and division. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This study reframes sacred intelligence as a dynamic convergence of spiritual meaning with 

cognitive and emotional capacities, revealing religious communication as an active site of 

intelligence formation rather than a residual tradition. Within Kerala’s Syrian Catholic 

community, sacred discourse functions as a living social ecology where emotional regulation, 

resilience, reflexive selfhood, and collective belonging are continuously cultivated. By 

synthesizing Symbolic Interactionism and Multiple Intelligences Theory, the research 

establishes sacred communication as a central modality of human development. Empirical 

evidence, strengthened through digital annotation, demonstrates that ritual and narrative 

tangibly shape emotional and ethical reasoning. In an era of rapid digitalization and moral 

fragmentation, these findings call for a renewed global engagement with religious narratives 

as powerful resources for ethical deliberation, intercultural dialogue, and peace-building. For 

communication scholarship, this signals a decisive shift—from treating sacred discourse as 

marginal belief to recognizing it as a complex semiotic force actively shaping human 

meaning, agency, and social futures. 
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