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Abstract 
 

The virality of conspiracy content depends not only on the activity and communicative skill of 
the author but also on the responsiveness of the audience. Recipients may react to conspiracy 
narratives critically, yet also with strong conviction about their truthfulness and a desire to 
share their stance further. This paper focuses on the position of the recipient and their attitude 
toward shared conspiracy content, particularly within the realm of comments posted under such 
content. It examines the character, linguistic form, and communicative functions of these 
comments. Based on the identification of linguistic action frameworks in the sense of speech 
act theory, the study distinguishes various recipient roles in the dissemination of conspiracy 
content – from passive recipients without emotional involvement, through active recipients and 
sharers of personal opinions, to agitators encouraging others to take action. The empirical 
analysis draws on a corpus of comments responding to conspiracy-related content in German 
and Slovak. It aims to identify the types of linguistic actions (*Handlungsräume*) that these 
comments represent and to explore the linguistic strategies employed in their formulation 
(neutral and expressive means across different language levels). The findings may contribute 
to a deeper understanding of the role of recipients in spreading conspiracy content and to 
revealing the motives that shape this process. 
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Introduction 
 
The digital age, with its almost limitless access to a wide variety of content and the open space 
it provides for self-expression, has brought many benefits but also risks related to the issues of 
truthfulness, appropriateness, and the safety of available content in a broader context. The 
activity of the individual—the content author—has, in many cases, become more dynamic as 
a result of perceived anonymity in the online world and a certain lack of consideration 
regarding the potential impact of shared content. Nonetheless, in the context of online 
communication, verbal and visual means are equally significant as they are in face-to-face 
communication. Indeed, in certain cases, the consequences can be far more serious. 
 
The present study focuses on one type of such content, specifically conspiracy content shared 
on digital platforms or social media. The primary focus of this study is not on the verbalisation 
and/or visualisation of the content itself, but rather on the reactions to it in the form of 
comments. Nevertheless, comments are reactions which, by their very nature, require a 
stimulus. It is therefore not possible to adequately comprehend a comment in isolation; it is 
inextricably linked to its initial impulse. 
 
Comments are an extremely interesting object of study, given their potential to significantly 
influence the virality of conspiracy content, particularly when they are positive in nature. This 
phenomenon can contribute to the development of a broader base of sympathisers. Conversely, 
these interactions can also engender adverse tension or even aggression in the digital sphere. 
Furthermore, these interactions are characterised by the transmission of information regarding 
specific personality traits, psychological dispositions, and value and political orientations, 
which the author, often unconsciously, imbues into every interaction. However, in relation to 
the specified aspects of the study, it is relevant to acknowledge that this is a distinct 
communicative format which, through verbal and visual means, delineates its own scope of 
action (German: Handlungsraum). It is precisely within this scope that the author's specific 
functional strategy is realised. The focus of this study is therefore the functional and formal 
aspects of the comments, whilst concentrating on the way in which primarily verbal means 
shape the resulting communicative act. 
 
Theoretically, the basis of our understanding is the concept of the communicative act as a 
speech act, in which the relationship between language and action plays a central role. This 
understanding is reflected in the utilisation of linguistic units or signs in close connection with 
a determining situational context, as a result of which they enter into various syntagmatic 
relationships with other linguistic units and form more complex structures. The determining 
situational context encompasses, on the one hand, the relevant segment of extra-linguistic 
reality, and on the other hand, the author's position together with their intentions embedded in 
the structuring of the resulting communicative product. In accordance with Bühler's Organon 
model (1934), these intentions can be interpreted through the three basic semantic functions 
(Darstellungs-, Ausdrucks- and Appellfunktion; Bühler, 1976, pp. 94–117). Linguistic signs or 
symbols, therefore, do not appear in isolation, nor do they exist in a polysemous dimension on 
their own, but, in Searl's words (2010, p. 175), they are part of the final product, the production 
of which aims to realise a speech act, necessarily integrating the author's intentions. These are 
reflected in the verbal and/or visual representation of the final product. From the perspective 
of speech act theory, it is therefore important in the context of the issue under consideration to 
examine two components: propositional content (Searle, 1969) or the locutionary act (Austin, 
1962) and illocution or the illocutionary act (Austin, 1962; Searle, 1969). 
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Whereas the locutionary act (referred to as propositional content in Searle, 1969) represents 
“the production of a meaningful linguistic expression”, the illocutionary act determines the 
nature and force of the speaker's intention (Huang, 2007, p. 102). Searle (1975) categorises 
these into five basic classes of illocutionary acts: representatives or assertives, commissives, 
directives, declaratives, and expressives (Krämer, 2001, pp. 66–67; Meibauer, 2001, pp. 94–
96; Searle, 1975, pp. 350–351). According to them, representatives (assertives) are closely 
linked to the truth of a proposition that the author believes or is convinced of. Commissives 
represent an act of communication to an intended future action. Directives are oriented towards 
the addressee in the sense of a commitment to carry out certain actions in response to a call, 
request, or demand. Declaratives are linked to specific institutions, and their utterance brings 
about a change in reality. Expressives are closely linked to the speaker's current psychological 
experience, which they share when uttering the statement. Some speech acts can be directly 
linked to the linguistic functions in Bühler's Organon model (1934) (see above): representatives 
(assertives)/Darstellungsfunktion, expressives/Ausdrucksfunktion, directives/Appellfunktion. 
Finally, it is important to note that commissive acts can also function as indirect directives, 
corresponding to the appellative function. 
 
In addition to the aforementioned classification of direct speech acts, it is also worth 
mentioning indirect speech acts, particularly when assessing the nature of the empirical basis. 
By an indirect speech act, it is meant an act in which, in relation to the contextual/situational 
framework, the illocutionary intention represented by the linguistic form of the utterance is 
neutralised for the purpose of realising another illocutionary intention (Krämer, 2001, pp. 69–
70; Meibauer, 2001, pp. 108–109). In the context of comments as reactive acts, it is necessary 
to consider their close connection to the original contribution or previous discussion, as this 
creates their meaning. 
 
The following analysis is based on the key elements mentioned above: the functional 
understanding of language according to Bühler (1934) and the pragmatic nature of 
communication in the context of speech act theory (Austin, 1962; Searle, 1969, 1975). By 
examining the functional and formal aspects of the comment(s), we consider the role of the 
addressee (from the perspective of the perception of certain conspiratorial content) and, 
simultaneously, the author (from the perspective of the production of the communicative 
product – comment) in the dissemination of conspiratorial content. We believe that comments 
play an important role in this regard, and that their nature is also significant. The nature of a 
specific comment can significantly contribute to the establishment of conspiratorial content. 
 

Comments as a Tool of Conspiracy Discourse: An Empirical Analysis 
 
The analytical part of the study focuses on examining a selected set of German and Slovak 
comments about the following aspects: 

• The verbal and/or visual elements of the content shared in the comment(s), including 
the expressiveness and the positive and negative connotation of the linguistic units; and 
the role of visual elements such as emojis, graphically highlighted punctuation, etc. The 
components in question are those that are located within the area of locution. 

• The fulfilment of the communicative function is achieved through the analysis of 
comments concerning their communicative intent, which falls within the domain of 
illocution. 

 
Although we can grasp the verbal aspect in isolation and categorise it descriptively based on 
the affiliation of linguistic units to stylistic layers of vocabulary, their use in a specific 

The Asian Conference on Arts & Humanities 2026 Official Conference Proceedings

ISSN: 2186-229X 63



 

communicative context is crucial. The analysis, therefore, proceeds in parallel with both 
aspects. In order to illustrate the key findings, the focus will be on two types of examples: 
firstly, those that are exemplary and secondly, those that may appear insignificant at first 
glance, yet carry considerably more weight. 
 
The German-language comments originate from the social network Facebook and relate to 
posts shared within the publicly accessible Facebook group Zeit für Aufarbeitung (n.d.). This 
Facebook group disseminates content that is visible to everyone, and anyone can comment on 
it. The group's administrator is Helmut Egel, who is responsible for most of the posts. The total 
number of (German) comments analysed is 649, with a proportion consisting of replies to 
previously shared comments. The comments also include those by the administrator, which are 
usually posted first and serve to supplement the shared posts. The Slovak empirical data set 
consists of 243 comments, some of which are direct replies to existing comments. In 
consideration of the disparate scope of the German and Slovak empirical data sets, it is 
imperative to emphasise that the objective of the study is not a statistical comparison of 
quantitative parameters, but rather an examination of the qualitative aspect of the comments as 
acts of reaction within two distinct linguistic and cultural environments. The distinction 
between the two lies not only in the quantity of the data but also in the stimulus. In the Slovak 
case, there are comments on a single source post in the form of a video recording. The video 
originates from the YouTube channel BS - B Spiritual (n.d.), and, akin to the German material, 
is publicly accessible to a considerable user base. It is important to note that all analysed 
comments have been anonymised, in accordance with ethical principles in the digital space and 
because they are not relevant for linguistic analysis. The texts are presented in their original 
form, including any grammatical, stylistic, or punctuation errors. These errors are not viewed 
in a negative light, as they are considered to be an inherent part of the communication 
environment under investigation. 
 
German Conspiracy Discourse 
 
The German empirical corpus, consisting of over 600 comments, appears to be relatively 
homogeneous in terms of opinion. A thorough examination of the entire sample revealed no 
comment that expressed a counter-position to the original post or to other comments. This fact, 
which is important for the analysis, allows conclusions to be drawn about the nature of the 
communicative acts carried out through the comments. The comments thus establish a 
communicative environment in which speech acts do not serve to exchange counter-opinions 
or explicitly construct opposing viewpoints. The fulfilment of their function is evident in the 
sharing of attitudes and the discussion of the topics raised, which, however, is primarily 
directed towards the cooperative affirmation of group identity. This affirmation of identity 
manifests in various forms; through our analysis, we have identified the following dominant 
types. 
 
Assertives are a category of verbs that typically take the form of the German verb behaupten 
(to assert). The use of assertives reflects the speaker's belief in the truth of the presented 
statement. This conviction, or belief, can be expressed in a variety of ways, as is evident in the 
formal aspects of several comments. The verb behaupten (to assert) and other verbs with a 
similar function (feststellen/ to state, konstatieren/ to state, andeuten/ to imply, etc.) appear 
only in a few of the comments, as assertives are predominantly realised directly. In relation to 
this, however, it is also important to emphasise another key finding: conspiracy discourse is 
not about ordinary factual statements of reality (in the sense of scientifically or empirically 
verified claims), but about the affirmation of shared content, and thus a shared reality. This 

The Asian Conference on Arts & Humanities 2026 Official Conference Proceedings

ISSN: 2186-229X 64



 

phenomenon is directly associated with the presence of an expressive charge of varying 
intensity, which can occasionally manifest as particularly dominant. Alternatively, it may be 
linked to the formulation of calls to action, typically directed towards combating an “enemy”. 
While comments may formally exhibit the characteristics of assertions, they frequently 
function secondarily as expressions or directives. The following figures illustrate the diversity 
of assertives in conspiracy discourse. These include a Facebook post and a selection of 
comments, along with a translation. 
 
Figure 1 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Anonymný účastník, 2023) 
 
The initial figure comprises two comments and illustrates an assertive statement that is 
characterised by a relatively low degree of expressiveness. In both cases, the comments 
corroborate the content disseminated in the post (see Fig. 1) without the deliberate utilisation 
of negative linguistic elements. Despite the incorporation of the noun dieser Wahnsinn in the 
initial comment [C1], which already possesses an inherent negative connotation at the lexical 
level, it does not accurately reflect the author's current emotional state. In this context, the term 
functions as a collective designation for the pandemic and the associated measures in their 
entirety. In comments [C1] and [C2], a glorifying style of affirming a shared reality is 
observable, in which an individual's sporting victory is transformed into a moral victory for the 
group (and like-minded individuals). It is interesting to observe how, based on his stance on 
vaccination, the athlete becomes a symbol of exceptionality and righteousness, thereby 
implicitly integrating them into the group of pandemic opponents. In comment [C1], the verbal 
component is supplemented by a visual symbol – an emoji of approval. This is a visual means 
of explicitly expressing approval, which corresponds to a positive evaluation of the subject. 
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Figure 2 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Comments 

 
Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023a) 
 
Figure 2 consists of a set of four comments, each representing an assertion in a different 
variation. Comments [C1] and [C3] both begin with a rhetorical question, a feature that is 
relatively common in conspiracy discourse. In both cases, the subsequent statements provide 
moral confirmation of the implicit answer by discussing the consequences of pandemic 
measures. The consequences are not specified in detail in the first comment [C1], but the 
opinion is anchored through the participial attribute aufgezwungen (in the phrase die Resultate 
der aufgezwungenen Impfung). The verb aufzwingen (to force/to impose), the source of this 
attribute, has a causative meaning and includes the idea of coercion or violence. It reflects an 
action in which something is forced upon someone against their will. The attribute 
aufgezwungen functions here as a referential carrier of the negative perception of vaccination 
and as a confirmation of the predictions of “dissidents” (“Querdenker”). In comment [C3], the 
consequences are explicitly named as a process unfolding over time: Es sterben Menschen, 
[...]. The second comment [C2] is relatively restrained in terms of the verbal means employed. 
However, it is the pragmatic potential of this term that is of particular interest. This potential is 
concentrated in the verb hinwegtäuschen (to mislead), resulting in topics such as the energy 
crisis, inflation, or climate being imbued with a false connotation or interpreted as conspiracies. 
In terms of illocutionary intent, the final remark is the most noteworthy. Although it is formally 
an assertive verb, the verb stimmt (which explicitly agrees) takes on a strongly ironic tone in 
the given context. Rather than presenting the guilt of the unvaccinated as a fact, it deliberately 
mocks the official narrative. The function's purpose is not to confirm the shared content, but to 
mock it. The formal assertive is functionally transformed into an expressive one. 
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Figure 3 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023b) 
 
In relation to the third figure, five comments were selected to illustrate the aspects not 
previously described and to reveal further possibilities for the use of assertives. The 
variability observed is closely associated with the selection of linguistic means employed in 
both their primary and metaphorical meanings, with all the analysed comments tending 
towards the verbalisation of an identical negative attitude towards the mainstream media, the 
government, or state institutions. The common denominator in these cases is an attempt at 
the discursive delegitimisation of the system. 
 
The initial comment [C1] is essential in relation to the post and the subsequent discussion. It 
explicitly references the situation described in the post, developing it within a broader 
conspiracy context. The concept of Konformität (adaptability, conformity) allows any social 
entity to be integrated into the narrative of “systemic elites”. The comment in question refers 
to the judiciary, which, in its role as the so-called willfährige Erfüllungsgehilfen eines 
antidemokratischen bürgerfeindlichen diktatorischen politischen Systems, loses its character 
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as an independent institution and becomes part of the “systemic plan”. This designation is a 
lexical accumulation of negatively connoted units, which multiplies the negative pragmatic 
charge and makes it seem more urgent. The concept of conformity is also used in comment 
[C2], specifically as part of the compound regierungskonform. While this compound carries 
an explicit ideological connotation, the participle gleichgeschaltet also plays an important 
role in its predicative function. The lexicographical description of the verb gleichschalten 
reveals both a National Socialist connotation and a more general meaning of forced alignment 
under system pressure (DWDS, n.d.-a, “gleichschalten”). 
 
Comment [C3] is based on paremiology. The idiom Die Hand, die einen füttert, beißt man 
nicht is a metaphorical confirmation of the alleged corruption of the media. Thanks to the 
widespread familiarity of this folk wisdom, no further evidence is required to contextualise 
the meaning for the addressee. The following question Eventuell deswegen?! serves as a 
rhetorical question leading to an unambiguous, predetermined answer. 
 
Comment [C4] shares the metaphorical nature of the previous comment, specifically through 
the figurative meaning of the phrase ehrenwerte Gesellschaft. Although the adjective 
ehrenwert is primarily positive, meaning respectable or honourable, in this established 
phrase, it functions as a euphemistic term for the Sicilian Mafia (DWDS, n.d.-b, ″ehrenwert″). 
Through its use, the author transfers the concept of organised crime to his political opponents. 
This seemingly unassuming, assertive statement thus conveys a strong negative emotion and 
an implicit appeal. 
 
Comment [C5] is the most linguistically expressive. Here, the originally formal assertive, due 
to the accumulation of pejorative and negative evaluative units, as well as exclamatory 
sentences, transforms into an expressive speech act representing indignation and disgust. 
These emotions are duplicated visually (through emojis), which do not directly reflect reality, 
but signal the author's emotional state. Comments [C1] to [C5] demonstrate the gradual 
emotional gradation of assertives up to their functional transformation into other types of 
speech acts. 
 
In relation to the visual aspect of the analysed comments, it can be observed that emotions 
occur frequently, supplementing, modifying, or replacing the verbal component of the 
assertives. The visual elements under scrutiny range on a functional scale from affirmative 
ones (emojis of agreement, a bullseye, an OK gesture, applause, or pointing to the original 
post) to emojis expressing an affective stance. In such cases, a semantic shift occurs; for 
example, the vomiting emoji symbolises the degree of indignation and the urgency of the 
problem. The utilization of positively charged emojis, such as clasped hands to denote 
gratitude and a heart to signify agreement, serves to reinforce the group's internal cohesion. 
 
Other comments can also contain multimodal assertives, where the text is supplemented by 
external visual content, such as a shared quote accompanied by a portrait of an authority 
figure. An example can be seen in comment [C1] in Figure 4 (see below). Here, the image 
serves not only as an illustration, but also as visual evidence intended to reinforce the truth of 
both the original post and the verbal part of the comment (Ganz nach Plan): 
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Figure 4 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Selected Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023c) 
 
Directives are speech acts of the directive type, realised primarily through performative verbs 
in standard communication (e.g., auffordern (to call upon), befehlen (to command), bitten (to 
ask), einladen (to invite), etc.). Their primary function is to influence the addressee's 
behavior. In this context, it is imperative to acknowledge the role of imperative sentences, 
which function as directives in the realm of digital discourse. In addition to the 
aforementioned ways of realising directives, it is necessary to reflect on the findings of 
analyses of assertives. In conspiracy discourse, these often acquire a secondary illocutionary 
dimension of a directive, thereby functioning as indirect speech acts. 
 
Concerning the empirical basis, in this section, the focus will be on direct speech acts, which 
are represented to a significantly lesser extent in the corpus: 
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Figure 5 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Selected Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023d) 
 
Figure 6 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Selected Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023e) 
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Figure 7 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Selected Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023f) 
 
Figures 5–7 and their accompanying comments represent a representative sample of the 
identified direct directives. Despite the absence of conventional directive verbs, the 
identification of their illocutionary intent is possible based on other pragmatic features. In the 
comments appended to figures 5 and 7, the direct appeal is conveyed by a sentence type – 
specifically an imperative sentence (Leute denkt noch ein bisschen weiter als euch die Medien 
geben !), which explicitly urges the addressee to alter their cognitive stance. In the comment to 
figure 6, the use of a competing form of the passive with a modal factor is evident (Solche 
Menschen gehören eigentlich ignoriert ! [C1]). The subjective opinion is thereby transformed 
into a categorical demand. These directives must therefore be considered as part of a broader 
discursive framework, relating both to the comment itself and to the community's overall line 
of argument. These appeals are frequently accompanied by external references (see Figure 7), 
which provide argumentative support for the direct appeal. While these appeals do not typically 
target a specific individual, they are directed towards a collective recipient who shares similar 
attitudes, thereby reinforcing the group spirit. 
 
Expressives are primarily linked to the speaker's mental state and serve as indicators of the 
emotions being experienced. Although typical performative verbs in this category include 
danken (to thank), gratulieren (to congratulate), (sich) entschuldigen (to apologise), and 
kondolieren (to offer condolences), the empirical data suggest a similar trend to that seen with 
directives: the expressive function is realised primarily through indirect verbal and visual means. 
A partial exception is the verb danken, which occurs in the corpus at two pragmatic levels. Its 
predominant usage is in conjunction with negation. The expression of a negative stance, whether 
towards vaccination (e.g., Impfen nein Danke) or political opponents (danke für nichts, 
Opposition!), is characterised by an ironic undertone. Conversely, the verb danken assumes a 
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positive connotation when addressed to like-minded allies and authorities in recognition of their 
commitment (e.g., Danke Dr. Spitzbart ... Super, danke für euren Einsatz für uns alle). 
 
The majority of expressive elements in the analysed discourse serve the function of expressing 
emotion and are accompanied by linguistic units carrying a high emotional charge. The 
following figures illustrate the comments in which they occur: 
 
Figure 8 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Selected Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023g) 
 
  

The Asian Conference on Arts & Humanities 2026 Official Conference Proceedings

ISSN: 2186-229X 72



 

Figure 9 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Selected Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023h) 
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Figure 10 
A Post From the Facebook Group “Zeit für Aufarbeitung” With Selected Comments 

Note. From Post on Facebook (Egel, 2023i) 
 
Most of the expressive language is directed towards a “systemic adversary” and employs 
linguistic units with inherently negative connotations (e.g., Figure 8 [C1]: Experiment am 
Menschen; (der) kriminelle Betrug an der Menschheit; Figure 9 [C5]: verlogenen und 
korrupten Typen; Figure 10 [C1]: nur Dummköpfe), pejoratives (e.g., Figure 9 [C1–C3]: 
Trotteln, Obertrottel; Arschlöcher) or onomatopoeic interjection simulating animal sounds 
(e.g., Figure 8 [C2]: MÄÄÄHHH), which serve to dehumanise the opponent. 
 
An interesting phenomenon is the formation of ad hoc compounds (e.g., Figure 9 [C4] 
“ImpfNazi”, “unMenschenfreunde”) and portmanteaus (e.g., Figure 10 [C1]: Angstschober/ 
Angst+Anschober, PLANDEMIE/ Plan+Pandemie), which, in their semantically condensed 
form, carry a strong evaluative dimension. The employment of capital letters and the 
accumulation of emojis (e.g., emojis of disgust, irony) serve to augment the intensity of the 
shared emotion, thereby prompting an immediate affective reaction in the recipient. 
Furthermore, it is possible to identify ironic shifts in meaning in connection with unsere lieben 
(“ImpfNazi”) or the metaphor Politiker als Marionetten, which contribute to the discursive 
discrediting of the opponent. 
 
The Heterogeneity of Slovak Comments 
 
In comparison with the German empirical data, which demonstrated a high degree of opinion 
coherence, the Slovak corpus1 is characterised by a certain degree of heterogeneity. The 
comments encompass not only expressions of community agreement with the source post, but 
also counterarguments articulated through opinions characterised by a pronounced expressive 
element. This discrepancy may be attributable to some factors; however, it is hypothesized that 

 
1All analysed comments refer to the YouTube video excerpt shown in Figure 11, and translations are also 
included. 

The Asian Conference on Arts & Humanities 2026 Official Conference Proceedings

ISSN: 2186-229X 74



 

it is most likely to result from the inherent characteristics of the source post. Notwithstanding 
the presence of visual components in the original video, the monologue delivered by the 
protagonist is the primary element that dominates the video. This may be a key factor in the 
manner in which the content is processed, as the audience's primary focus is on the verbal 
component and its arguments. Moreover, the inherent characteristics of the YouTube channel 
itself are of equal significance. The algorithms utilised by the platform have been observed to 
enhance the virality of content, transcending the boundaries of the opinion community. This 
approach has the effect of drawing opinion opponents into the discussion as well. 
 
In view of the heterogeneity of the corpus, it is also important to note the specific linguistic 
variability. A proportion of the analysed comments have been written in Czech, yet this does 
not compromise the integrity of the study. A high degree of mutual intelligibility is observable 
between both languages, Slovak and Czech, with the result that users of these languages form 
a shared communicative sphere in the online environment. In addition, Czech comments have 
been integrated into the analysis to enhance its comprehensiveness. The analysis is principally 
focused on identifying discrepancies in comparison to the German corpus. The objective of this 
study is to identify, above all, the verbal representation of disagreement and its reflection at the 
illocutionary level of the comments. 
 
Before analysing the contrasts themselves, it should be noted that the expression of opinion in 
the Slovak corpus follows a pattern analogous to that of the German comments, albeit with a 
different quantitative distribution of the individual illocutionary levels. Expressive statements 
predominate, characterised by gratitude for shared information and appreciation for the 
protagonist's courage in publicly articulating her own views. In both linguistic contexts, a high 
degree of interpersonal solidarity with the main protagonist can be observed, expressed through 
respect and esteem. In this particular section of the corpus, assertives frequently coalesce with 
the expressive function, thereby serving to substantiate a shared cognitive basis (i.e., awareness 
of the issue). In addition, directives are present in small numbers, typically as part of a broader 
set of comments, and are characterised by a tendency towards a call for mutual support. The 
following examples represent the aforementioned illocutionary levels and, in terms of 
realization, combine positive verbalisation with visual means (emojis) that enhance the 
affective charge of agreement:  
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Figure 11 
A Screenshot of a Video From the BS - B Spiritual YouTube Channel, Along With Comments 
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Note. From Video on YouTube (B Spiritual, 2023) 
 
A fundamental departure from the German corpus is represented by the counterarguments 
present in the Slovak corpus. These are speech acts by opponents that disrupt the affirmative 
line of the discussion. The depiction of these emotions is primarily through assertives and 
expressives that are characterised by a negative emotional tone. 
 
Within the illocutionary level of assertives, the following functional subtypes can be identified: 
denigration of the speaker's cognitive ability with the aim of negating the truth value of her 
statements [C9]; strong criticism of the content combined with the delegitimization of the 
audience (potential supporters) [C10]; questioning of the truthfulness of shared information by 
labeling it a hoax or disinformation with an explicit call for legal accountability [C11–C15]; 
sarcastic questioning of arguments through demands for empirical evidence and sources [C16–
C20]: 
 
Figure 12 
Selected Comments on a Video on the BS - B Spiritual YouTube Channel 
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Note. From Video on YouTube (B Spiritual, 2023) 
 
Expressives are evident in conjunction with assertives, in which a pejorative verbal component 
predominates (see the above comments and [C21]), as well as independently. In the latter case, 
they are most commonly realised through emojis of mockery and/or applause, which symbolise 
an ironic perception of shared content (see [C22]): 
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Figure 13 
Selected Comments on a Video on the BS - B Spiritual YouTube Channel 

Note. From Video on YouTube (B Spiritual, 2023) 
 
As with affirmative comments, only a few directives are found in the area of counter position. 
These appeals are made either implicitly or as indirect speech acts, such as rhetorical questions 
[C23] or sarcastic statements [C24]: 
 
Figure 14 
Selected Comments on a Video on the BS - B Spiritual YouTube Channel 

Note. From Video on YouTube (B Spiritual, 2023) 
 
It is also intriguing to observe the dynamics of interactive threads within the Slovak corpus. 
Attempts at a rational deconstruction of the narrative ([C25]) are evident, as are defensive 
strategies. When an opponent disrupts the homogeneous zone of agreement, the community's 
immediate response is to discredit them, as evidenced in [C26]: 
 
Figure 15 
Selected Comments on a Video on the BS - B Spiritual YouTube Channel 
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Note. From Video on YouTube (B Spiritual, 2023) 
 

Conclusion 
 
A comparative analysis of German and Slovak conspiracy discourse on social media has 
yielded findings that can be summarised as follows: 
 
From a pragmatic-functional perspective, comments represent linguistic constructs that play a 
key role in the dissemination and reinforcement of conspiracy narratives. The primary function 
of these expressions in both environments is to demonstrate group cohesion and affirmative 
agreement. Despite the fact that assertives constitute the predominant form of speech act, they 
seldom manifest as neutral. In the German sample, assertives primarily function as carriers of 
covert appeals (indirect directives) and intense emotions (indirect expressives) within the 
community itself. In contrast, in the Slovak sample, assertives are also observed to possess a 
distinct corrective and confrontational dimension. A fundamental difference between the 
examined linguistic environments can be identified in this respect (German: unity of opinion; 
Slovak: heterogeneity of opinion). Direct directives and expressives are indeed less prevalent; 
direct directives were identified almost exclusively in the German corpus, where they serve to 
mobilise and vent affective states explicitly. 
 
In the context of the verbal and visual representation of conspiracy content, a wide spectrum 
of stylistic devices was observed. These ranged from neutral linguistic means through 
expressive pejoratives to creative ad hoc devices and contaminations, as evidenced in the 
German section. In comparison, German comments exhibit a higher degree of creativity, while 
expressive pejorative units are more frequently represented in Slovak comments. The visual 
aspect, primarily represented by emojis, fulfils a dual role. In addition to its illustrative 
function, it acts as a semantic hook and trigger for a subsequent emotional reaction. This, in 
turn, serves to increase the post's viral potential. 
 
The utilisation of verbal or visual means, or a combination thereof, is predominantly observed 
to serve the following purposes: Within the German corpus, the following strategies are 
employed: the discrediting of a “systemic opponent”, the delegitimising of the official 
narrative, and the reinforcement of the community's ideological identity. It is important to note 
that, due to the public accessibility of the analysed Facebook group, the comments also acquire 
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the status of publicly available information. From this standpoint, they assume a role that is 
equal in importance, if not more so, in the propagation of conspiracy theories within the online 
environment, surpassing the significance of the original posts themselves. Within the Slovak 
corpus, this role entails the reinforcement of the community's ideological identity, the 
mobilisation of its supporters, and the specific discrediting of the primary antagonist in 
instances of opposition. It is also noteworthy that there has been a considerable delegitimisation 
of the official version of events, as well as that presented by the main protagonist – in this case, 
by her opponents. 
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