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Abstract

The private education sector plays a significant role in the Turkish education system, which is
based on central exams to attend the higher schools and universities and the sector has grown
rapidly in the last four decades, in which the Giilen movement achieved significant success in
this sector (Vicini, 2020). Therefore, the Erdogan regime created a new educational concept
under the Maarif foundation and fights against the movement through this concept. The
purpose of this paper is to examine the Erdogan administration’s efforts in the educational field,
how it fights against the Giilen movement and the educational concept of the Maarif
foundation. A qualitative research design is used to study this issue. Semi-structured expert
interviews are conducted with managers of the Giilen inspired schools and experts on the
movement from three continents, such as Europe, Africa and America. The results show that
the complete Giilen movement is labelled as a Terrorist organization, its reputation was
damaged and, consequently, these educational institutions were closed in Turkey. In addition,
the Erdogan regime used different methods against the Giilen inspired schools outside of
Turkey and offered new colleges that were managed by the Maarif Foundation in Turkey.
These new schools call themselves “Turkish Schools”, have STEM based curriculum which
are taught in English by Turkish teachers from Turkey and focus on expanding the Turkish
language and culture outside of Turkey. How several countries reacted to this offer and current
developments are focused on this paper.

Keywords: Expert Interview, Giilen Movement, Private Education, Qualitative Research
Method, STEM Education

iafor

The International Academic Forum
www.iafor.org



Introduction

After the seventies, there were several social issues in Turkey like urban immigration, extreme
left and right disputes, financial difficulties and political disorders, most of which were ended
with a coup and helped two Islamic movements to flourish in Turkish society. One of them is
Necmettin Erbakan’s political Islam focused on the political realm like the Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt or Khomeini in Iran and the current president Erdogan and his party
continues this legacy. Erbakan’s political Islamic movement, so called “Milli Gériis Hareketi”
(National Outlook Movement, MGH) increased the number of its votes during the decades
mainly because of the authoritarian-centralist political system, which was trying to impose
secularization from above, without being aware of it, has produced its antithesis through the
segments it had excluded (Ergil, 2012, p. 318). In addition to that, Tittensor (2014, p. 51)
mentions that:
the rise of Islam in the political sphere is due to the failure of the center-right and center-
left parties, in so far as they have been unable to put forward decent economic policies
and are perceived as corrupt, thereby creating a vacuum into which the religious parties
have fortuitously walked.

The second important Islamic movement is founded by Fethullah Giilen, a Turkish Islamic
scholar, who based his movement mainly on the educational activities and later on several
institutions in media, finance and charity organizations. According to Findley, mainly because
of the social projects of the movement, in comparison to Khomeini or other political Islamists
like Necmettin Erbakan in Turkey (Findley, 2010, p. 389), Giilen is considered to be a social
Islamic scholar and also a follower of Said Nursi (Findley, 2010, p. 384), who is distanced
himself from politics (Turam, 2007, p. 135). In addition to the philosophical differences
between these two movements, another crucial difference between these movements is that,
after the Soviet Dissolution, Giilen expanded his activities first to Central Asia and then later
on to the whole world and to become an international movement, but Erbakan’s movement,
later Erdogan continues his legacy, movement stays local and limits itself in Turkey.

Despite the mentioned differences and minor conflicts between these two movements, the
major fight started in December 2013, in which Gilen affiliated media organizations published
Erdogan and his ministers’ corruption scandals and sons of these ministers were arrested
because of being part of the corruption. According to Erdogan this is a soft coup against him
which was organized by the movement and he waged a war against Giilen and his movement
(Arango, 2013). Initially, Asya Bank and several media organizations affiliated with the
movement in Turkey were forfeited by the government and later on, after the failed coup
attempt in 2016, Erdogan used his political power and banned the movement in Turkey. Since
then more than a hundred thousand people have either been arrested or lost their jobs mainly
because of their affiliation with the movement (Amnesty International, 2018b). However,
according to Alam (2018, p. 287), on an international level Erdogan’s narrative is not reliable
and, with the exception of several countries, the Giilen movement is still active worldwide.
Therefore, Erdogan founded his international educational movement under the Maarif
Foundation to destroy the movement outside the Turkey. In this paper, the conflict between
Erdogan and Giilen, how the Erdogan regime fights against the movement out of Turkey and
educational concept of the Maarif Foundation is described in detail.

To achieve mentioned goal, in addition to content analysis, a qualitative research method was
selected in the field study to understand this controversial subject (Babbie, 2004). One of the
main reasons for this choice are the research questions which are based on "how" questions.



The initial goal of the researcher in his PhD was to analyze the Giilen inspired schools in April
2016. However, in July 2016, three months later, the failed coup attempt took place in Turkey
and, mainly because of the importance of the event, Erdogan’s political and educational
activities against the movement took an important place in his study as another aspect of the
dilemma.

In the data collection part, only the "expert interview" method is available because of the
several reasons depending on the controversial structure of the subject. However, expert
interview fits very well to this research that help the researcher to collect high quality data.
Participants of this study could be categorized into four groups, which is shown in the table
below:

Participant’s Participant’s Participant’s Interview

Code Position Occupation Language

USAMI1 School Manager | Director Turkish
(Groupl)

USAM2 School Manager | Computer Engineer - | Turkish
(Groupl) Teacher

USAM3 School Manager | Teacher Turkish
(Groupl)

EUMI1 School Manager | Director Turkish
(Groupl)

EUM2 School Manager | Teacher Turkish
(Groupl)

EUM3 School Manager | Teacher Turkish
(Groupl)

AMI School Manager | Teacher English
(Groupl)

AM?2 School Manager | Teacher Turkish
(Groupl)

AM3 School Manager | Teacher Turkish
(Groupl)

EX1 Follower (Group 2) Journalist — Writer Turkish

EX2 Follower (Group 2) Imam Turkish

EX3 Follower (Group 2) Project Manager Turkish

EX4 Positive-Neutral Assistant Professor German
(Group 3)

EXS5 Positive-Neutral Writer German
(Group 3)

EX6 Positive-Neutral Professor German
(Group 3)

EX7 Detractor (Group 4) Assistant Professor German

EXS Detractor (Group 4) Political Scientist German

EX9 Detractor (Group 4) Assistant Professor Turkish

Table 1: Participants of the Field Study

As it is easy to see in the table, in total, there were 18 structured expert interviews from which
enables the comparison of different thoughts and understandings and also the comparison of
the theory and the practice. The researcher visited nine Giilen inspired countries in the U.S.,



Europe and Africa (3 schools in each) and conducted countless number of talks and discussions
with teachers, parents and students of these schools. The main reason for choosing these three
regions depends on the structure of the Giilen inspired schools. During the preparation part of
the field study, it was seen that, at the international level the GIS are founded and expanded in
developing countries or in the developed countries. The schools in undeveloped countries were
either closed after the failed coup attempt, mainly because of the pressure of administration of
Turkey, or were in a bad, insecure condition, which is why the researcher prefered to visit to
the mentioned regions.

All data was collected by face-to-face semi-structured interviews, which are recorded and
transcribed so that the detailed analyses can be easily carried out (Merriam, 2009). Mainly
because of the actual situation of the movement, the researcher of the study decided to
anonymize all the participants’ names and institutions and used codes above. To achieve high-
quality data during the interviews, all interviews are conducted in the mother tongue of the
participants. Participants’ mother tongues are German, English, and Turkish in this study (See
table above). In the data analysis part, Maxqda program was used because of its special features
and availability and Gléser and Laudel’s (2009, p. 203) procedures were followed. Besides, the
researcher of the study practiced five general criteria for qualitative researchers, which Mayring
(2002) explained in his book, such as procedural documentation, rule structured construction,
argumentative interpretation assurance, proximity to the object and communicative validity.
Conducting the field study in the mentioned three continents and only one data collection
method is available for the research are several important limitations of the study.

Results

One of the core points of the PhD study of the researcher' are the effects of the failed coup
attempt on Gtilen Inspired Schools. The researcher of the study suddenly found himself in the
middle of a conflict on the one hand and , on the other hand, he explored a new foundation, the
so-called Maarif (means Education in Ottoman Turkish) Foundation, founded and supported
by the Erdogan regime and the Turkish government. This conflict is stimulating during the
field study, mainly because of the timing of the research, which is immediately after the failed
coup attempt and almost all participants talk about this issue during the field study.
Consequently, two important results of the failed coup were found in the field study.

Initially, why such a conflict happened and why these two Islamic movements fight each other
are important questions to focus on. Mainly because of mentioned different approaches to Islam
above, Erbakans’ political approach and Giilens’ social approach, these two leaders never came
together and they were active in different realms of the society. According to Turam (2007,
p.136), this is mainly because Erbakan did not accept the secular structure of the Turkish state
and tried to change it politically which is why his political parties were closed several times,
however unlike him, Giilen did not confront this structure and prefers to collaborate and
cooperate with secular parts of the society. According to Alam (2019, p. 122), this is also one
of the major difference between Nursi and Giilen, too. In general, Giilen is seen as a follower
of Nursi and the Giilen movement uses Said Nursi’s master Work “Risale-I Nur” in their
teachings (Findley, 2010, p. 384), however, as Vicini (2020, p.155) mentioned in his earlier
published book that unlike other Nur Movements, Giilen’s books and talks are used as a core
source in Giilen movement, too. Therefore, in some cases, like collaborating with secular state,
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Gilen goes his own way and does not follow Nursi’s legacy. Similarly, Erdogan also refused
to follow Erbakans’ legacy after being selected a president in 2002 and cooperated with the
secular forces, the army in this case, during his first two terms (Turam, 2007, p.137 and 138).
His meeting with Colonel Yasar Biiylikanit, the head of the army in 2007 is still an enigma
today (Sayin, 2019) but unlike the presidency of Erbakan, the army did not cause so much
trouble for Erdogan legislation, which demonstrated the importance of the meeting of Erdogan
with the head of the Army Colonel Biiyiikanit. As a consequence, the two biggest Islamic
movements and secular forces of the country suddenly stopped fighting with each other and
started working together in the country, which caused financial stability and rapid growth in
the first two terms of the Erdogan regime till 2010.

However, the alliance between these forces is broken down when heavy military guns were
found in a hidden secret location outside of military regions and later on, several generals were
arrested because of preparing a coup against the Erdogan regime, which is known as Ergenekon
trials in Turkey (Pahl, 2019, p. 342). In general, all left oriented parties, also secularists of the
country and some foreign scholars like Tee (2016, p. 167) blamed Giilen for how he dealt the
event and suggested that this was a conspiracy organized by infiltrated followers of the Giilen
movement inside the military. The second important event happened from 17-25 December,
2013, when security forces under the command of arrested sons of three Ministers of the
Erdogan regime, several businessmen and governors of several districts in Istanbul and some
other places in Turkey. The accusations were corruption, money laundering and misuse of state
power to their own profit and after several days it was also clear that the Erdogan family was
also involved this scandal. Interestingly, like in the Ergenekon trials, Erdogan also claimed that
it is a conspiracy against his selected government that was organized by Giilen followers who
infiltrated the Justice department and police departments of the country (Arango, 2013).
Despite the fact that the major actor of this event, Reza Zarrab, a businessmen from Iran, was
arrested in the U.S. and confessed to all these accusations in front of a U.S. court in 2018
(Hermann, 2017), these accusations were not investigated in Turkey. Instead, through
cooperating with secular forces again, especially with the colonel Hulusi Akar, who became
the Minister of Defence later, Erdogan waged a political war against the movement. Especially
after the failed coup attempt in 2016, the Erdogan regime declared the movement as a Terrorist
organization under the name of FETO (Fethullah terror organization), in which his attack
became brutal against the movement and his followers.

Immediately after the event, all the Giilen affiliated institutions were closed in Turkey. In
Turkey alone, 2,213 private schools and private (tutorial) courses, 1,005 dormitories and
boarding houses and 22 Universities and affiliated hospitals were forfeited because of their
affiliation with the movement (Glimiis, 2019, p. 50). Similarly, depending on the Amnesty
International Report (2018a), 180 media outlets and 1300 associations and foundations were
closed and hundreds of thousands of people, including judges, journalists, academics...etc are
arrested or dismissed from their jobs because of being a member of a terrorist organization.
Even the Ex8, who is one of the detractors of the movement in Germany explained this tragedy
as follows:
"So that's really beastly what he does. So even the dictator in Chili has not arrested and
expelled so many people as Erdogan, so he's got nearly a hundred and fifty thousand
people stuck there like many families and the whole numbers together, that's maybe half
a million people suffering and affected." (Ex8)

Therefore, Kenes (2020) described this situation as “Genocide” in his book and according to
him, this type of pressure on the masses is clearly contradicting with the Convention on the



Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and International Criminal Court (Kenes,
2020, p. 17). He first quotes the second Article of the convention to demonstrate his point such
as:

Any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial or religious group, such as:

(a) Killing members of the Group

(b) Causing seriously bodily or mental harm to members of the group

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about it is
physical destruction in whole or in Part

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

And then giving exact concrete examples where all these five acts were committed by Erdogan
regime in his book (Kenes, 2020, p. 85-121). Besides, Kenes also quoted from Gregory H.
Stanton, the president of the Genocide Watch, that the Erdogan regime conducted nine steps
out of ten steps of Genocide in Turkey (Kenes, 2020, p. 123). According to Stanton
Classification, Symbolisation, Discrimination, Dehumanisation, Organisation, Polarization,
Preparation, Persecution, Extermination and Denial are the ten steps through genocide and
Kenes demonstrated with examples that except Extermination, all other steps were conducted
by Erdogan regime against the movement in Turkey (Kenes, 2020, p. 155). Kenes warns the
other countries to be aware of the situation and mentioned that the Extermination step is also
on the way, which is depending on Erdogan’s political plans (Kenes, 2020, p. 151). Whether it
will be an issue in the future or not, but it is clear that the aim of Erdogan regime and his secular
partners is to destroy the movement in all realms.

The second crucial result of the study is dependent on the effects of the event at an international
level. As it was mentioned above, the major problem for the Erdogan regime is the international
structure of the movement. In his speech to the United Nations in 2018, he warned all other
countries to be aware of the schools of the movement and suggested that the students of these
schools will organize similar coups in these countries against their legislators and after
achieving the power, they will leave the management of these countries to the movement
(Hiirriyet, 2018). However, according to Alam (2019, p. 287), unlike Erdogan’s expectations
his coup narrative is not reliable at an international level. Supporting this approach, in the field
study all participants, even the detractors like Ex7, Ex8 and Ex9, suggested the event was
organized by Erdogan, like the Reichstag fire in 1933 in which the Nazi Party used the fire as
a pretext to claim that communists were plotting against the German government, which made
the fire pivotal in the establishment of Nazi Germany.

"Unfortunately, a very painful comparison, but it’s true, Fethullah Giilen supporters in
Turkey experienced the same events that the Jews in Germany had experienced before.
They want to sell their homes at that time, because they need to go, let we say one million
marks costs the house, but they get 100 thousand instead. Because people know that, they
have to go to survive" (Ex9)

Two of the main reasons behind this comparison are that, interestingly both Hitler and Erdogan,
described these events, the Reichstag fire and failed coup attempt, as a “Gift of God” (Timur,
2016) and used these events to attack their opponents, communists in Germany and Giilen
followers in Turkey. Therefore, the regime prefers to use different methods outside of Turkey.



In this context the Maarif (Education) Foundation, which was founded just before the coup
attempt on 17 June, 2016 with law number 6721 according to Turkish law, plays an important
role in Turkish context (Maarif, 2020). Initially, unlike “Egitim”, which is mostly used in dailly
language today to refer to education, the founders prefer to use “Maarif”” which is an old word
used in Ottoman era, and mostly used in conservative parts of the Turkish society today.
Besides as it is published in the law, the foundation was supported by the Ministry of Education
with one million Turkish Lira in 2016 for the foundation costs (Maarif, 2020) and in the last
three years the same Ministry supported 155 Million Lira to the same foundation (Schoene,
2020). It was also mentioned in the same law that the foundation will contact educational
activities with the approval of the Ministry of Education in Turkey. Depending on these
statements, it is clear that this foundation was founded and supported by Erdogan regime. The
other important emphasized point in the website of the foundation is the international and
global activities of the foundation. The foundation has 346 educational institutions in 42
countries of the world and the president of the Board of Trustees of the foundation Prof. Birol
Akgiin, who is a very close academic to Erdogans’ party, also described the reason behind this
foundation as follows:
Maarif Foundation was constituted in such a global political atmosphere. As stated in our
law of establishment, our mission is to provide formal and informal educational services
on the basis of the common values and heritages of humanity; to raise virtuous “good
people” who will serve for the hope of peace, justice and development and combine the

knowledge and experience of the Turkish community with universal values. (Maarif,
2020)

Of course the question that comes to mind is why did Erdogan found such an “independent”
international education foundation, just before the failed coup attempt?

According to Ex9, one of the very well-known detractors of the Giilen movement in Germany,
one of the answers will be the repetition of the Giilen Inspired Schools in their host countries.
As it was mentioned above, since the corruption scandals of the Erdogan government in
December 2013, the Erdogan regime pressures foreign countries, however the
internationalization of the Movement started after the nineties and it already has more than 20
years experience in different parts of the world. Therefore, most of these countries profited
from these schools and refused to close them.

"See, Macedonia or Albania have refused to close those schools. Turkey has made a lot
of pressure, both very small poor countries, countries that are under pressure from
Turkey. Two million inhabitants in Macedonia, three million in Albanian, education is
very low and poor, both said they are not closing the schools. In Macedonia, there are
schools of the Giilen community called Yahya Kemal schools. I don't know the name in
Albania’ but they said that they have made a great contribution to our education system."
(Ex9)

To solve this problem, the Erdogan regime offers these type of developing countries to transfer
Giilen Inspired Schools to the Maarif foundation and promised to conduct the same quality
education under their control. Such an attack will decrease the power of the movement and also
helps the Erdogan regime to be active in different parts of the world. Consequently, depending
on the Turkish news (Sabah, 2019), several countries like Pakistan accepted this offer and 83

1t is called »Mehmet Akif Colleges* in Albania (Mercan, 2019, p. 313)



educational institutions and 11 dorms are taken from the movement and transferred to the
Maarif foundation.

The other side of the coin is the Turkish societies approach to this conflict. As it was mentioned
above, especially in the first two terms of the Erdogan regime, his conservative party, the Giilen
movement and the secular state met in the same ground and cooperated and collaborated with
each other (Turam, p. 137). In this period, between 2002 to 2010, the Giilen movement found
chances to present their successful students out of Turkey to the society in well-presented
contests so called “Turkish Olympiads”, where these students perform Turkish songs and
poems in different parts of Turkey (Volm, 2018, p. 161). The event occurred in the biggest
football stadiums and the several TV channels broadcast the event live in their streams.
Therefore, Giilen Inspired Schools are called “Turkish Schools” in the Turkish society that was
known as expanding Turkish language and culture to the whole world (Volm, 2018, p. 161).
However, depending on the participants of the study, as a consequence of the failed coup
attempt, Erdogan labelled the movement as a Terrorist organization and by this way he has
succeeded to isolate the Giilen movement from the Turkish society and as an crucial effect of
this, the GISs left their Turkish identity outside of Turkey. Ex3 explained this issue as follows:
"I think that the coup changed our school profile. Because the GIS schools were mostly
known as '"Turkish schools' and I think that this understanding changed, and this Turkish
identity was left. I think it was the biggest impact of the coup Attempt." (Ex3)

Indeed, before the failed coup attempt, the movement already changed the name of the contest
and presented it as “International Festival of Language and Cultrue — IFLC” in which the
dominant role of the Turkish was removed and the other languages and cultures are also
presented, but the event and political pressure accelerated this transformation.

In this point, Erdogan saws the opportunity and this gap and he presented the Maarif Schools
as a the new “Turkish Schools” to the Turkish society that promote Turkish language and
culture to the world. This point is highlighted as “To carry out comprehensive educational
activities throughout the world based on the common values of humanity and Anatolian
tradition of wisdom” in the Mission part of the foundation in a close manner, but it is clear to
see that in the publications of the foundation that teaching Turkish to foreigners program
(Tiirkcenin Yabanci Dil Olarak Ogretimi Programi) takes a crucial activity of the foundation
(Maarif, 2020). In this way, Erdogan gains the support of the especially nationalist part of the
society and tries to decrease the power of the movement outside of Turkey.

Inarticulately, it is difficult to find out any specific educational concept of the Maarif schools
rather than emphasizing good quality education and combining friendly relations between
Turkey and the host countries. Actually, because of the mentioned two reasons, such as
breaking cooperation between the Giilen Movement and host countries by transforming GISs
to Maarif foundation schools, and taking the support of the Turkish society by promoting
Turkish language and culture worldwide, the Maarif foundation and their educational activities
are part of Erdogan’s political war against the movement. Therefore, it is very difficult to
analyze these schools from educational sciences perspectives. Besides, neither the Foundation
itself, nor the Turkish media give detailed information about how this foundation works, how
the staff in these schools are hired or attended to these jobs and what are the features of their
educational concept in these schools. (See webpage of the Foundation:
www.turkiyemaarif.org)



Some other activities of the Erdogan regime also supported this point. As a concrete example,
on 28 July, 2018, the manager of the GISs in Mongolia, Veysel Akcay, who has been living
for 24 years in Mongolia, was kidnapped by the Turkish secret service spies (Reuters, 2018).
He was brought to the International Airport of Ulaanbaatar, the capital city of Mongolia.
However, his wife and other eyewitnesses informed the police and important authorities of the
government through social media. The plane which had been sent by the Turkish government
to take him back to Turkey was not allowed to leave the airport and he was rescued that day by
police officers. A similar attempt was successful in Moldavia (Reuters, 2018). On 6 September,
2018, Turkish secret service agents kidnapped seven Turkish teachers who were working at
GISs in Moldavia and brought them to Turkey against their will (Stockholm Center of
Freedom, 2018). 24 similar kidnapping activities were also reported in the other parts of the
world against the Giilen followers (Schoene, 2020). However, in developed countries like in
the U.S. or Europe, where the Turkish Secret service could not conduct such kind of illegal
attempts easily, the Erdogan regime uses different strategies to fight against Giilen Inspired
Schools. As a concrete example, on the one hand Erdogan tries to open schools to compete
against the movement and expand it is influence like in Germany (Schoene, 2020) (Kd6hne,
2020), on the other hand the regime hires Amsterdam Law Company (Amsterdam, 2019) or
pays 530,000 € to Mike Flynn, advisor of the Ex-US President Trump, for lobbying activities
against the movement in the U.S. (Grimaldi, Nissenbaum & Coker, 2017). USAM1 mentioned
an event, which he had experienced during the application for a new charter school in their
state and explained how this company works against the movement in the US.

"The board there decided to discuss it (the application) and I joined that meeting. The state of
the Republic of Turkey has directly held a lawyer company called Amsterdam here, just
because they have tried against the schools. [...] These guys came to this rally, they wanted to
have a word, they were given the right to speak, they came with several our old parents and
with several people from Turkish minority there and they said negative things about us to the
board. But there are board members who are constantly asking, what is the relationship between
your stories and this school? "(USAM1)

Mainly because of the poor argumentation of the Amsterdam Law company, that application
was approved by the board according to the participant of the study. In addition to mentioned
events, Turkish consulates also refuse to work on passports of teachers or management of the
Giilen followers’ and thus force them to immigrate when their passports expire.

Conclusion

Consequently, from an educational perspective, the Maarif foundation and their schools do not
have a special educational concept, except promoting Turkish culture and language outside of
Turkey and increasing Erdogan’s influence in foreign countries. That is why the foundation
has two type of publications such as teaching Turkish to foreigners program books, and nine
bulletins of the foundation where social and political cooperation between Turkey and these
foreign countries through these schools are emphasized in detail. Indeed, the aim of the
foundation does not have any educational aspect; instead it is part of Erdogan’s political attack
against the Giilen movement and their schools outside of Turkey. (Kohne, 2020) The goals in
this strategy are on the one hand breaking the collaboration between Giilen Inspired Schools
and host countries, which is part of political war of Erdogan against the movement. On the
other hand, it is an internationalization activity of the Erdogan administration that targeted the
Turkish societies support, especially conservatives and nationalists in Turkey. Therefore,
despite the huge financial support of the Turkish government, on the poorly designed webpage



of the foundation in three languages such as Turkish, English and French, there is no detailed
information about the Foundation, their staff, educational concept or vision. Similarly, in
Turkish media, the news about the foundation only consists of where and when the foundation
takes the control of a Giilen Inspired School in country X or Y.

In contrast, in German media it is highlighted that the German politicians and administrators
are very suspicious about the foundation and even though they allow the foundation to found
a school in Germany, under German laws of course, they are afraid that such a kind of school
will increase the adaptation problems of Turkish minority to Germany (Kohne, 2020)
(Schoene, 2020). Therefore, it seems that local states resist against such an activity and, despite
the pressure of the Erdogan regime, the foundation could not found a school in Germany until
today. Besides, in the long term, it is difficult to predict the future of the foundation, because
its consistency depends on the current Erdogan administration. It is not clear if the foundation
will be supported again by the state if the political order in Turkey changes in the future. From
these aspects, it is clear that the Maarif foundation and educational activities of the movement
have a political meaning, rather than educational, and they have to be more researched by
political and educational scientists together.
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